Exclusive: Nanny exemption from Vetting

and Barring scheme is 'dangerous’
By Melaniz Defries, Mursary World, 14 Dotober 2008

The Govermmant's controversial
Wetting and Barring scheme has come
under fire again after it emerged that
nannies employed directly by parents
will nat be required to register.
Underthe =sfeguarding scheme. which
was |aunc had on Manday (12 Octaber) and
will be phased in over the next fve years,
2 all those who wark with childran or with
wilnerable aduhs, either on a paid ar
unluntary bazia, will ba required 1o join &
register of suitability, oparstad by the Indepandent Safeguarding
Authority (ISA). Employers can check tha ragister and from

Amanda Coxen of Thizs

News of the exerption for privately employed nannies comes just weeks
after Mursery Workl broke the story of how two mathars working part-
time in & jabshare ware banned by Ofsted from looking after @ach others
children bec ause they wers not registered childminders (Neves, 24
September)

Tricia Pritchard, senior professional officer (childcare) at the education
and childcare union Woice, said, There s2ams to ba a reluctance to have
ong schame that regquires the sams registration for anyons who works
with children. Inmy mind, children who are looked after by nannies are
some of the most wiinershle - a nenny has =ole, unsupenized contact
with children Parentz aften aszume that nannies are reqistered and
vetted, and many parents would be surprisad to leam that they ara not”
Amanda Coxen, franchise director at Tinies childcams, and exscutre
commites membar of the Racruiment and Employment Corfedsration’s
chikdcare sactor group, said, 1 is sxtremsly dangerus that the |54 is

2070, # will b compulsony for anyane whio is 8 new worker or who is
moving jobs to join the register

Haowveewar, nannies ars exampt from the schama if their amployment is
desmed to be a ‘prvata amangement’ with the family that they wark for,
raiging feara that parents may unknowingly hire indiiduals that pase a
thraat to their children

Mannies are nat obliged 1o register with Ofated and they are nat required
to hawve a Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) chech, unleas they are
amployed via an agency. They can sign up to the wlumary par of
Ofsted's childcare register as ‘home childcarers’, which differs from
childmindears in that they look after childran in the child's own homs

A spokesperson from the Department for Childran, Schools and Families
told Mursery World, ' the nanny is supplied by an agency, then it will be
the agency's duty 1o chack the nanny's IS4 registration befora supplying
the indridual to the parents. If, howavar, the nanny is employed directly
by the parznts, with no agency imvabved, then there is no duty on the
parant to check |54 ragistration and there is no duty on the nanmy to be
I3A-registered. Tha Safsguarding Vulnsrable Groups Act was
delibarately crafted in this way. 50 85 not to irtuds on privete
armangements made by parents '

Amanda Coxen of Tinies

Tinies

betwaen agency nannies and those employed dirscthy by
families. Many parents loak for nannies on the intemat, which is
wnrmying

Laots of parents look for nannies wha ane Ofsted registerad. Howsver, one
Ofeted ragisterad nanmy who came ta ign up with Tinies had a fake visa
and pasapan

She added. Parents often belisve that nannies who are ragisisred with
Of=ted will have baen inspectad or checked Howewar, that is not the
=2

A spakesparson from Ofsted said, We camy out a CRB check on
nannies who apply to register on the voluntary part of the Childcare
Regiztar. Ofsted does not routinely check the rght ta worc in the LK, as
it in the reapansibility of the employer to confimm that the pareon they are
prapasing to employ is allowead to wark in the LK

The Vaking and Barring schame has baen haavly ciicised in recant
manths akter reports suggested that evan parents who regularly dive
thair friends’ chikinan 1o clubs or actiities would have to join the registar
Sevaral high-profils children's authors, including Philip Pullman, Michael
Marpurgo and Anne Fing, spake out against Vatting and Baming in July
and said that thay vall no longer visit schools i they have to sign up to
the schams

Childran’s secretary Ed Balls has called for Rogar Singleton, the

chaiman of the Independent Sefequarding Autharity o reviev the
requiremants of tha vetling and baring system. Tha review will be
concluded in Decembear

Further infarmation: Refamral Guidance for Employers is at wanw isa-
gov.arg.uk

SECTOR VIEW

Gathering Rushforth, independent congultant and directar of Catherine
Rushforth and Associates. which offers training related to ssfeguarding.
agid, 't appears to be a class isaue - there seems to be an assumption
that if you hawe the financial resources to be able to afford 10 bring
childcare into your home, the childcarz will be good quality. But that is
not always the case It is extremely short-sighted ta think that cerdain
aectors within childcare would nat sttract people that might shuse”
Helen Kewley, owner of sgency Mice Nannies Mow, said, Hlwas a
parent | wouldn't want my nanmy not to be vetted just because |wasnt
using &n agency | believe that all nannies, whether recruited privately or
through an agency. should have 1o go through this procedure as part of
their profesaional paperwork”

Maggie Dyer, owner of the Landon Au Pair and Nanny Agency, said, s
ludicrous. All it's going to do is encourage more people to avoid using
agencies, when agencies are making all the proper safequarding checks
| can't ses how the Govemnment can claim to have the best interests of
children at heart. It just locks like 2 money-making exercise and nathing
to do with sefequarding children”

Amanda Coxen, franchise director at Tinies childcare, and executive
committee member of the Recruitment and Employment Confederation’s
childcare sector group, said, ‘It is extremely dangerous that the ISA is
differentiating between agency nannies and those employed directly by
families. Many parents look for nannies on the internet, which is

waorrying.

‘Lots of parents look for nannies who are Ofsted registered. However, one

Ofsted registered nanny who came to sign up with Tinies had a fake visa

and passport.’

She added, Parents often believe that nannies who are registered with
Ofsted will have been inspected or checked. However, that is not the

case.’

The Childcare Experts

Nurse
World ’

Nursery World, 14/10/2009



